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Description and Workshop Objectives

This workshop is about an on-line System, called Metafora, which integrates microworlds with
two shared workspaces: one for planning and reflecting??? (Planning Tool) and one for
discussing and exchanging ideas (LASAD). The Metafora System also provides intelligent
support to teachers and students on issues related to the concepts they negotiate in the
microworld, to the plan they create and to the discussion they engage. Workshop participants will
use the Metafora System undertaking the role of teachers or students. They will be asked to
collaborate and discuss with other participants through the Metafora System, engage in short
tasks in mathematics, environmental education and physics and reflect in the learning to learn
together skills supported by the tools and the intelligent support provided by the System.

Outline
= Presentation of short tasks in mathematics, science and environmental education:
Participants are expected to choose one task
= Assigning different roles to participants (students, teachers)
= Plan the course of action to address the task selected (Planning Tool)
= Enact the plan working with the microworlds
= Use the shared discussion space (LASAD) to ask for help or discuss ideas and constructions
= Reflection with participants about learning to learn together with the Metafora System

Expected outcome

Familiarization with the Metafora System, analysis and reflection on learning to learn together
with the Metafora System, discussion for the potential of the system to be implemented in the
classroom.
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